Valuing our Life Support Systems:
Reflections from a policy and
delivery perspective
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Reflections from the last five years

ENGLAND
e Change in emphasis from the ecosystem approach....

ecosystem

approach

Ecosystem Approach
Handbook

Ideas and advice for your
project or partnership




to ecosystem services and valuation...
ENGLAND

~
Freshwmers}/ h
Mountains, Openwaters,
Service | Final Ecosystem Moorlands | Semi-natural| Enclosed Wetlands Coastal
Group ) Service & Heaths ) Grasslands ) Farmland | Woodlands &Hoodp\ni@\ Urban Margins Marine .
~ Living With Environmental Change
Crops ¥ A N
> Livestock/Aquaculture
£ Fih
n§_ Trees, standing vegetation,
peat
Woater supply

( Wild species diversity

Environmental seftings:
Local places

Environmentol setfings:
Landscapes/seascapes

Cultural

Climate

Haozard

Disease and pests

NATURE
NETWORK

Pollination

Regulafing

Noise

Water quality

Soil quality

Detaxtication

5
]
a
= Air quality

Figure 5 Relative importance of Broad Habitats in delivering ecasystem sevices Importance of Broad Habifat fer  Direction of change in
and overall direction of change in semceﬂow since 1990, dalivering the ecosystem service  the flow of the service

) A Improvng
. H‘gh, : A  Some improvement T H E E R‘ E E N
Wl Mediom - High <) Fiad change = .
I:‘ Medium - Low +  Improvement and/or
[ Tlow deterioration in different locations —_—
N Some deferioration
¥ Datericrafion
~  Unknown

ecc ,systemmarkets




and onto natural capital...

The Natural Capital Committee
— an independent advisory
body, established by the
Government’s Natural
Environment White Paper in
2012 (to run to 2015).

Natural Capital Asset Index in
Scotland

MW HM Government

The Natural Choice:
securing the value
of nature
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But it’'s all part of the same story that we

need to join up

[ Human health, wellbeing and economy

T 1

Regulating services Cultural services

Provisioning
services

Underpinning biodiversity, landscape, g’eﬁdiVersity, and ecosystem processes
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Appropriate natural capital valuation

methods

NOT

e Selective cherry picking
ecosystem services

e Using financial values only
e Not a commodity
WE NEED

e ‘scientifically sound, as
well as ethically and
socially acceptable natural
capital valuation methods’

e Continued support for the
Office of National Statistics
work on valuation for

policy

ENGLAND

Markets for the invaluable: the
great nature sale is beginning

Take part and take action with free events in Edinburgh,
18-22 November at naturenotforsale.org #notforsale



Cultural values and involving people

ENGLAND

Visit motivations vary by age...
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Move from a ‘net loss to net gain for
biodiversity’
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Marine Legislation:

International Law, European Directives
& Mational Implementation

Case study: England
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West Yorkshlre flood vnctlms call for pea
burning ban

Residents of a town hit by flooding have
launched a campaign to stop the burning of
moorland peat bogs.

Ecosystem services and ersity tools

The centre of Hebden Bridge in West Yorkshire was = A . to support business d -making
flooded twice during the summer . Version 1
- | April 2013
Campaigners claim that peat burning on the
surrounding moors has increased the flood risk, as j ros,
: g - i&rwbcsd
the peat acts as a sponge soaking up rain water.

| ‘ SOUTH WEST WATER The centre of Hebden Bridge in West Yorkshire was - o
R flooded twice during the summer [ Y
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A role for regulation and policy

ENGLAND

e If we want to stimulate
new markets and
environmental profit and
loss accounts we need to
think about policy
levers and regulation as
mechanisms

\

e ‘environmental
regulation is needed to
guard important natural
assets and ecosystem
services’ and we can’t
leave it to markets alone




Integration
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‘Collaborative
frameworks’ in
places

ENGLAND
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Join up

e Across Government
and Governments

e Across sectors -
water, planning,
health,
conservation.....

e Across disciplines

e Across evidence,
policy and delivery

delivery




My own personal reflections... IATUR/
ENGLAND

e We need to keep the long term goal in mind and not get
distracted by the detail

e We have made great progress in the last five years across
all areas of the work and filled in lots of pieces of the jigsaw

e But we are kidding ourselves if we think we have nailed it,
even in the more progressed sectors such as water




My own personal reflections...
ENGLAND

e The jigsaw has got bigger, we are working with business
and the health sector and their role is set to increase

e I am not sure that the public are any the wiser than five
years ago in general, but we do now know that the public
can get this whole agenda if it's explained to them clearly

e We still desperately need investment in our natural capital
and this hasn’t yet unlocked new funds yet
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