Somerset Levels and Moors
Flood Action Plan

Ben Thorne, FWAG SouthWest




Bridgwater

Berto . % =5
B ay Bumhgm' B W(\O‘l'a"v
on-o8 : '
Hinkley Pt Hia/g R\ |
—els ; unne

/

pton._ Watchet

S S )

= Nethet Lranmore

Holford ‘- 3 Stowey €a
OUA/\NOC/\’ Brid '"’

g Willi{®

Evercreach §

)
S

v 17 . ,"‘ 7
(e AR\ A
LS| S\ HILLS -
it Nortt aBruton
‘, L 184 orth & \

v & Petherton 4

‘f'."‘ Bishods , ry "—::

S lydeall] W =

= . \J ia '_. - -

Som er!on N
P

e —

legllicqu 08 2 Sparklorg

N *7"“‘“
J—

II(.‘.!‘ gst

‘( \A.ws
¥ | Charlton

| Horethorne

Y4 Marston Mogl a
» /N N ¥ Nborne

Milvertons” A .q;,
nQford Budville [, Fitagy

]lh“

-
a—

ellingdn 224

Hatch
Beauchaipp

26

CK STAPLE HILL m Siontacite 4
/ DO a 315 ‘
W, Horte > Cokat S22 ‘
\ oreon liminster =" N

4"0

. d




Somerset Levels and Moors
Flood Actlon Plan
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Somerset Levels and Moors
Flood Action Plan

Work streams and Lead Organisations

« Dredging and river management - EA

 Land management - FWAG

« Urban run-off — District Councils

» Resilient Highway Infrastructure — County Council

« Building local resilience — District Councils
 Business Case and major infrastructure schemes - EA
« Somerset Rivers Board — County Council/IDB



Land Management

Project Scope:

Integrated advice and support package on land management
across whole catchment

Upper/Mid - Slow flow, reduce run-off, delay and storage
Lower - adaptation

Capital grants for run-off attenuation and water management
Broaden economic base of the floodplain

Develop Community Land Trust

Maximise opportunities under NELMS

Review HLS Agreements

Streamline approvals process for work on minor watercourses
Defra to secure flood risk benefits from CAP funding



Land Management

Drivers for change:

Social responsibility — community pressure
Productivity — eg. Soll loss, yields
Regulation

Market forces

Advice and support

Peer pressure

Evidence base — science

Incentives



Land Management

Influencing change

e Opportunistic

e Continuity of advice and support — follow-up
e Target with ‘transparent’ evidence base

« Empowerment — farmer-led

 Reduce ‘red-tape’

e Grants with low administrative burden

 Understand farm business priorities and
economics

 Connect farmers in upper catchment with
those lower down




