
Towards no net loss, and beyond

Summary of Workshops One and Two



Workshop One Two

Theme Practical
challenges

Scientific and 
data challenges

Date June September

No.  participants 41 37

No. Key Messages 11 10



Key themes

Policy and delivery – a participatory process is 
needed

• Collaboration & engagement at all stages

• Local authorities & communities key
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• Collaboration & engagement at all stages

• Local authorities & communities key

Precedents and parallels – consider them

• Offsetting in the UK and abroad

• Policy precedents: levy schemes, impact
assessment  tools



Key themes

Data – meet the specific needs of offsets

• Species abundance

• Maps – incl. restoration opportunity



Key themes

Data – meet the specific needs of offsets

• Species abundance

• Maps – incl. restoration opportunity

Restoration – apply existing knowledge

• Species generalists easy, specialists hard

• Outcomes are never certain. Maintenance vital.



Key themes

Be clear as to what offsetting should deliver

• What biodiversity? (Functional, species,
habitat, high social value.)

• What timescale - “In perpetuity”? 
Climate change, restoration time 



Key themes

Be clear as to what offsetting should deliver

• What biodiversity? (Functional, species,
habitat, high social value.)

• What timescale - “In perpetuity”?, climate 
change, restoration time 

Enough information to start now –

take an adaptive learning approach


