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What is natural capital about? Committee
Stocks — Flows of services — Values
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To help gain a better understanding of

as.

Does it matter that our natural assets are declining?
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http://edenprairieweblogs.org/scottneal/wp-content/uploads/ash-tree-dying.jpg

The key UK evidence base on the conditio

and value of UK’s ecosystems and their se
set out in the National Ecosystem Assess

* Anindependent and peer-reviewed National
Ecosystem Assessment, structured around 8 UK
broad habitats

UK National Ecosystem Assessment

Synthesis of the Key Findings

- Raised awareness of the importance of the natural
environment to human well-being and economic
prosperity.

* Ensured full stakeholder participation and foster
better inter-disciplinary cooperation between
natural and social scientists, as well as economists.

* NEA follow-on study provides greater
understanding of the value of the natural
environment, particularly cultural ecosystem
services. It also develops a number of tools for
government, business and the voluntary sector
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This has informed policy strategies so that

the right framework for taking ecosystems

services Into account

M Goverrrment

[ he Natural Choice:
securing the value
of nature
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http://www.archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/documents/newp-white-paper-110607.pdf

New guidance on taking better account of t

nature in government project/policy apprai

\
(2_00_3?' Sfets out basic on accounting for
principle of project and environmental impacts
polllcy a_ssessment and (2012): High level
evaluation guidance on identifying and
ing impacts
w HM TREASURY l:!g:fgga
Accounting for
HM TREASURY environmental impacts:
Supplementary Green Book guidance
THE GREEN BOOK
Appraisal and Evaluation in Central Government
=S Gateway for more
= detailed technical
Treasury Guidance glJidance, e'g' On
I value transfer
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Mainstreaming value of nature in policy appraisal

— more work to embed In practice

‘Serious omissions’ of “wider n 2(5) ] Methods of assessment
. : ” T T
environmental impacts” are I
E Partial/<Half
rare, but: g 30 -
N .. g — 25 -
omissions of less £
e g c « 20 -
significant effects are S 15 .
common, affecting around 5 10 -
. . o)
half of wider environmental E 5 - .
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— ecosystem service
language rarely adopted eftec
leading to some services -
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A long-term programme of work on incorpc
value of nature in the national accounts

Office for
Mational Statistics

UK Natural Capital — Initial and Partial

Monetary Estimates

Authar Nameis): Jawed Khan, Peter Greene and Adam Johnson; Office for Mation: *
. Department
for Environment
Accounting for the value _— e e
Of nature in the UK This paper is & first amempt by e Office for Mational Statistics (ONS) 1o expand on ex
‘approaches o esimate & monetary value for components of UK natural capital fos te g
2007 10 2011, ONS estimaies that the monetary estimale of selected companents af UK
A roadmap for the development cagital wes £1,572 bilion in 2011, 4.1% lower than in 2007. This is mainky due o a fall i
manetary value of UK sub-soil assets. it is important 1o emphasise that these numbers
% fala amempes 1o estimate a limitsd segment of the UK"s sl natural capital. However, they
of natural capital accounts within Isrton f sceme of e mehadlcgh hed ON £ oyt i vk thase comper
the UK Environmental Accounts v ent e e e i e e abttenerta Fortet o

underaken ta develop and imprave them.
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1) introduction

I December 2012, the Office for MaSonal Statisties (ONS) published a resdmap, Acco

e yalue of naure in the UK, which == out a stralesgy to incorperase natural capital imo|
Ervironmenital Ateounts by 2020, As pan of the readmag, ONS eutlined a plan 1o devel

eslimales al comg fve wealth accounts it pravide an)

of the value of natural capital within the UK. In June 2013, ONS published a paper, Tosf

g = il i i 10 share its plans jor develd
natural capital estimates.

Offici for N

Next update
In or before Spring 2015
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Role of Natural Capital Committee

NCC

Independent Advisory Body to
Government

Advise the
Government on

Provide advice on
when, where and

how natural assets Advise the Government research priorities
are being used on how it should to improve future
unsustainably prioritise action to advice and decisions
protect and improve on protecting and
natural capital, so that enhancing natural
public and private activity capital.

is focused where it will

have greatest impact on

improving wellbeing in
our society.

Reports to the Economic Affairs Committee chaired by the Chancellor
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Natural Capital Committee - benefits ‘at ris

Figure A: Benefits from natural capital at high or very high risk
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FAuch of cwr drinking water is souwurced from upland areas aand
thair declining quality is 8 source of concerm.  Tn addiliom,  Thes
projacted growth of urban areas s likaely to lead to daetariocration
in freshwaters and soils, affecting thie natural watoer purification
process in those systoems.

Wildlife is declining in many places in Enagland but is a
particular concem in Ssemi-natural grasstand, Tarmiland and
freshwater anvironmants owing o poor guality habitats and
fragrmantation,

Carbon storage is important for England’s contribution to an
‘mquable climate”. There is the patential Tor greater carbsom
storage through improving the conditicn of mountains,. meaosors
and heaths.

Hazard protaection can ba significanthy improved by changing
thier wway in which land is managed. Better managemesnt svoulo
reduce soil eraosion and make the most of natural processes s
manage flood nsk through actions swuch as trea plantimg amd
the reinstatemant of wetlands,

Racraation is of anormous valua and baenafits that we recaive
from it can be inoreased by orders of magnitude: by improwving
the aquality of reshwaler areas, inoreasing the ameoount of
wwoodlands and othaer recreation areas around towns and clities
arnd increaﬂing LrEry grean-space.

Abr quality has improwvad ovar recant decadas but thara ara sitill
werry high costs associated with it. Negative health impacts
related o poor urban air guality are estimated at EQ-Z0BR per
annum, sa this remains a prorty for action.

wild fisherias are an important resource anod are ot Deelng
managed affactively with long-term sustainability im mind. The
gains from improving wild populations could be worth as moch
as ©1.4bn per annum o e econany.




Developing greener markets - opportunities for business

that might be realised through an enhanced approach to the
natural environment

Jrww_gov _uk/defra
) 208
b Department
for Environment

ecosystemmarkets "\ Food & Rural Affairs
TASK FORCE

. Developing the potential for Payments for
Reallsing nature’s value: Ecosystem Services: an Action Plan
The Final Report of the Ecosystem
Mafkets Task Force R

March 2013
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Investing In natural solutions

“Green infrastructure as a substitute for or
complement to traditional engineered
approaches is gaining currency in the developed
world .” State of watersheds payments,
Ecosystem marketplace report

UPSTREAM ~ 48
THINKING _4Ne®

A South West Water Initiative

®
‘ ‘}Woodland ’
Carbon CO.de
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High level messages: the case for natural

capital

> N atU ra | Ca p ita I h eI pi n g to refra me UK Nafional Ecosystem Assessment

debate on importance of natural
environment to economy and society

Synthesis of the Key Findings

M Goverrment

» Recognising the value of natural capital
to country’s long-term economic
growth and prosperity

The Natural Choice:
securing the value

of nature

» Decline in natural capital is not good
for the economy

>Invest|ng in natural. capital can deliver prmmme e bt e
substantial economic benefits and can | RS TR
often provide more cost effective and [ i s i
resilient ‘natural’ solutions than grey conventional economic analyses and

. decision making”
infrastructure alone e

UK Mational Ecosystem Assessment
‘ f@ Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs


http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm80/8082/8082.asp

Relevant links

UK National Ecosystem Assessment: http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/

Natural Environment White Paper:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-natural-choice-securing-the-value-of-nature

Natural Capital pages on the ONS website:
http://www.ons.qgov.uk/ons/quide-method/user-quidance/natural-capital/index.html

Natural Capital Committee: https://www.naturalcapitalcommittee.org/

Defra PES initiatives:
https://www.qgov.uk/government/publications/payments-for-ecosystem-services-pes-best-practice-quide
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